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South East Youth Dance Network Hub

Oxfordshire Buckinghamshire & Milton Keynes

30 June 2010

The Wye Valley School, Bourne End, Bucks
Notes
Apologies:  Rima Scott, Sally Tyrrell, Helen Parlor, Claire Wallace, Miranda Lawrence, Catherine Gill, R. Perry, Sue Formby, Sue Darke, Angela Conlan, Sophie Amstell
Attendance:

Sian Edwards, Wye Valley School

Judy Munday, Thames Valley Partnership

Leonie Smith, Chiltern District Council

Claire Hindley, Sir William Borlase’s Grammar School

Sam McCaffrey,  Freelance

Emma Clark, The Wye Valley School

John Darvell, Freelance / West Berkshire District Council

Maria Ryan, Wycombe Swan

Jo Griffiths, Facilitator

1. Sian Edwards welcomed us to Wye Valley School and showed 3 pieces of dance from current pupils/community projects

2. Introduction to dace at The Wye Valley School – Sian Edwards
Wye Valley has 2 full time dance teachers, including Sian who has a mixed timetable including dance, maths and Advanced Skills teaching for Bucks.  The school is part of a consortium and many students come to Wye Valley to do dance at A level.  They share a timetable with Sir William Borlase’s in Marlow which allows collaboration over A level syllabus/teaching, linking with Claire Hindley.  They participate in Global Rock each year – Emma Clark leads on this.  Sian notes that dance is consistently the most popular subject in an annual school survey, both with parents and students.  

Sian’s AST role is approx 1 day per week to support dance in education.  This can help support those without specialist departments, schemes of work and resources.

Sian has a working group for the new GCSE A level specs and welcomes new members to this – contact sedwards@wyevalley.bucks.sch.uk     

3. Round Up of current/recent work from attendees:

· Judy – presented the report from the recent Transit Project, which worked very successfully with young people from the Youth Offending Service and Connexions Service. The project used classical music and contemporary dance to produce a performance.  If you would like a copy of the report or film, contact Judy judy@thamesvalleypartnership.org.uk 
· John – looking to increase his freelance dance/choreography work and is based in Cookham.  Recent work with Nocturne Dance and is also an Arts Officer for West Berks.  Doing a celebration of Arts Awards on 3 November 2010.  Just finished a cross-generational dance project, report available – contact jdarvell@nocturndance.org.co.uk 



· Claire – Head of Dance at Sir William Borlase’s Marlow.  Built up dance over past 3 years, now good numbers at GCSE and growing at A Level, which is in its’ first year.  Works with residencies and tours to supplement the curriculum where possible. Jam Theatre resident at the School.
· Emma – Head of Dance at Wye Valley School.  Runs Enigma (dance company – community project based at school) and uses physical theatre to interest boys in particular in dance, doing lots of Hip Hop in first 3 years, then more contemporary.  Emma is an AQA GCSE moderator and is providing outreach to local Primary Schools next year.  
· Sam – Freelance, working in a major project with Bucks New Uni – Rhythm of Sport, a CCI initiative which brings together the South East’s Universities with a 2012 focus.  Barwen Tavaziva is choreographing, ages 16 to 24.  24/25 July 2010.  On 24 July, 12 to 6pm at Sir William Ramsay School performance of this project.  http://www.creativecampusinitiative.org.uk/bucks-new-university-list.html 
· Leonie – New post holder at Chiltern District, has certain areas of need for ages 13 to 19 and has done consultation which shows they want street dance, breaking, cheerleading, and parcour.  Showcase in January at Chesham Park Community College, (funding TBC).  Contact Leonie for details  lmsmith@chiltern.gov.uk
· Jo – looking to do more intergenerational work as a focus, do contact us if you would like to collaborate with OYAP Trust on a project.  
4. Reminder of Hub areas and news from other areas
· Loop dance summer intensive course in Kent 13 to 16 August.  http://www.loopdancecompany.co.uk 
· John – feeling from Berkshire that Oxon/Bucks/MK are more natural partners – would like it noted that this can put off people from Berkshire coming to this hub even though they know they are welcome.  


5. Feedback from previous discussions

· We agreed in a previous meeting that members would like to contribute to a shared calendar which would better communicate our individual work and act as a planning tool to help reduce date clashes etc.  Jo has explored this with Sophie Amstell and we have agreed to trial a shared calendar in ‘huddle’ site which all members could access.  All at the meeting agreed people must use it to make it effective and reminders to update it will be required – these can go out with hub minutes/agendas.  It will be for up to 1 year ahead.  Link will follow once set up.  
· Jo reported back on CPD ‘Managing a Successful Youth Dance Company’, which she attended.  This was a very useful day – and gave a resource pack with case studies which Jo would recommend.  This resource pack may be available to buy in future contact Sophie Amstell for details.
· Lobbying.  Jo gave details of the dancevote2010 site which is still working to get members of parliament involved in and enthused about dance.  There is a Dance Lobbying Toolkit available at www.danceuk.org which may also be helpful.  Event 8 July 12-2pm in London – ‘Dancing on Parliament’ Big Dance event, see Dance UK Site also for this.

6. Hampshire Dance/YDE Update
Was delivered by Jo – see attached sheet for details.
7. Wycombe Swan – Maria Ryan
Big Dance project – 4 July in High Wycombe, Camilla Dallerup promoting dance and flashmob.  Big Dance South East phrase of dance not used in High Wycombe as complex.

Swan Slam 9 July – all welcome – great event!

Dance Project 6 – in Town Hall this year so slightly smaller but great choreographers lined up.  

Rambert Workshops available – contact maria@wycombeswan.co.uk for details.

8. AOB

· Sian Edwards and R Perry – planning a Bucks dance conference in November 2010 for in and out of school providers with a market place and sessions.  Contact Sian if you want to be involved in the day.  sedwards@wyevalley.bucks.sch.uk     

· New Waterside Theatre in Aylesbury in October, will host Activate dance festival next year.  

· John asks that we all lobby our Local Authorities to say how much we value the Arts Officers!  Risks of cuts threaten.

9. Future meeting dates
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4 November 2010 10am to 12 noon at Cornerstone Arts Centre Didcot.  Please confirm your attendance by mailing jo@oyap.org.uk .
The regional youth dance hubs are part of the South East Youth Dance Network (SEYDN).


They are managed by Hampshire Dance with support from Youth Dance England and South East Dance.









The SEYDN Hubs are funded by Youth Dance England and managed by Hampshire Dance.

